Kristen Reynolds
Email: kristen.reynolds@uconn.edu
EDUCATION
Doctor of Philosophy, American Studies
University of Minnesota: Twin Cities
Minneapolis, MN
2024
Master of Arts, English Literature
University of North Carolina: Charlotte
Charlotte, NC
2016
Bachelor of Arts, English Literature
University of North Carolina: Charlotte
Charlotte, NC
2013
Bachelor of Science, Biology
Johnson C. Smith University
Charlotte, NC
2009

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
Assistant Professor of American Studies, Department of Social and Critical Inquiry 
University of Connecticut – Storrs
2025-present
Postdoctoral Research Associate, Africana Studies, the Center for Digital Scholarship, and the Cogut Institute for the Humanities
Brown University 
2024-2025	
Lecturer, Transition and Reentry through Education and Community Program
Metro State University 
2024	
RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS
Postdoctoral Research Associate for Special Projects, Black Health Heritage Data Lab 
Brown University
2024-2025
AWARDS
2022, Honorable Mention, Best American Science Fiction & Fantasy.
2017, Team Impact Award, Sonoma State University; awarded to teams comprised of faculty, staff, and students whose programming provides significant benefit to the Sonoma State community.
2016, Julian D. Mason Award, University of North Carolina: Charlotte; awarded to a student whose made significant contributions to the study of Southern literature.
FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS
2024, MN Drive Human in the Data Fellowship, University of Minnesota.
2024, Roots Wounds Words Writer’s Retreat Fellow, Speculative Fiction with C.L. Clark.
2024, Harold Leonard Memorial Fellowship in Film Study (1st Alternate), University of Minnesota.
2023-2024, Dissertation Innovation Fellowship Award, American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) / Andrew W. Mellon Award.
2023-2024, Interdisciplinary Doctoral Fellowship (Declined), University of Minnesota.
2022. Dissertation Proposal Development Fellow, University of Minnesota.
2021, The Otherwise School Fellow, University of Washington.
2021-2024, Beverly and Richard Fink Summer Research Fellow, University of Minnesota
2021-2023, Minnesota Critical Futures Research Collective Grant Awardee, Institute for Advanced Study, University of Minnesota.
2020, Summer Research Institute Fellow, University of Minnesota.
2020, Creating Inclusive Cohorts Fellow, University of Minnesota.
2014-2016, Center for Graduate Life Fellow, University of North Carolina: Charlotte.
TEACHING AND FACILITATION
Instructor
AMST/ENGL 2276W: American Utopias and Dystopias
Social and Critical Inquiry, University of Connecticut 
Fall 2026
AFRI 1098: Black Digital Humanities – Black Technocultures
Africana Studies, Brown University
Spring 2025
AFRI 1099: Alternative Technofutures
Africana Studies, Brown University 
Fall 2024
IDST 425: Alternative Technofutures
Transition and Reentry through Education and Community Program, Metro State University 
Summer 2024
WMS 198: Intro to Feminism in Practice
Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies, University of California: Davis 
Spring 2020
AMCS 301: Africana Lecture Series
American Multicultural Studies, Sonoma State University 
Spring 2019
Guest Lecturer
“Practicing Intersectionality in Education.”
EDU 301: Foundations of Education - School, Pedagogy, and Social Justice
Department of Curriculum and Instruction, State University of New York: Oswego 
October 2023
“Technology, Racism, & The Human.” 
RHCS 105-01: Media, Culture, and Identity
Department of Rhetoric and Communication Studies, University of Richmond 
February 2023

“Considering Octavia Butler’s Parable of the Sower.”
GWSS 3303W: Writing Differences
Department of Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies, University of Minnesota 
November 2022
“Race, Imprisonment, and Visionary Fiction’s Map for a Way Out.”
PHIL 275: Race, Racism, Law, and Society
Department of Philosophy, Sonoma State University 
October 2019
Workshops
“Allyship and Advocacy: Self, Community, Other”
Sonoma State University
March 2019
“Reading the Revolution: Octavia’s Brood and Art as Liberation”
Sonoma State University 
November 2018
“Self and Community: What Role Does Our Identity Play in Our Leadership?”
Sonoma State University 
September 2018
“Power, Privilege, and Oppression”
Oberlin College and Conservatory 
August 2016 – September 2017
“Understanding the System of Whiteness”
Oberlin College and Conservatory 
February 2017
“Considering Audre Lorde”
Oberlin College and Conservatory 
February 2017
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Oral History Fellow
The Bakken Museum for Science, Technology, and the Humanities
2023-2024
Research Assistant, Groundwork Research on Under-resourced Disabled Graduate Experiences 
Minnesota Transform, University of Minnesota: Twin Cities
2021-2023
Administrative Assistant
Minnesota Transform, University of Minnesota: Twin Cities
2021-2022
Assistant Director of Programming
Women’s Resources and Research Center, University of California - Davis 
2019-2020
Race & Ethnicity Programming Coordinator 
The H.U.B: Cultural Center, Sonoma State University
2017-2019
Africana Student Life Coordinator
Multicultural Resource Center, Oberlin College & Conservatory
2016-2017
Graduate Enrollment Assistant
Office of Graduate Admissions, University Of North Carolina: Charlotte
2013-2016
PUBLICATIONS
Articles
Reynolds, Kristen. “The Great Book Rewritten: Black Speculative Temporalities Across the Archive in Nnedi Okorafor's Who Fears Death.” The Black Scholar 54, no. 2, Spring 2024. (May 2024)
Book Chapters
Reynolds, Kristen. “Black Futurities Beyond the Human in Rivers Solomon’s An Unkindness of Ghosts” in The Routledge Companion to Literature and Social Justice, edited by Masood Ashraf Raja and Nick T. C. Lu, 234-44. New York: Routledge, 2023.  
Public Writing
Reynolds, Kristen. “Black Literary Technoculture and Afrofuturist Rupture.” Interactions Magazine, November/December 2021, 8-9.
Notable Projects
Reynolds, Kristen. “Rememory.” Fiyah Literary Magazine, Spring 2021, 40-64. 
PRESENTATIONS
Invited Talks
March 2025, “Beyond the Calculus of Innovation: Octavia E. Butler’s Histofuturism as AI Intervention,” Center for Digital Scholarship, Brown University.
April 2024, “The Human in the Data,” Pennsylvania State University.
Conferences
November 2025, “Biometric Surveillance and the Art of Being Seen: Janelle Monae’s Cyborg Resistance to Machinic Categorization,” presented at the National Women’s Studies Association (NWSA).
September 2025, “Blackness as Praxis: Departures from Hegemonic Science,” (Co-Chair), Society for the Social Study of Science (4S).
May 2025, “Identifying the Wynterian Human at the Center of AI Surveillance,” presented at the Surveillance Studies Network (SSN). 
November 2023, “Confronting Anti-Blackness: Black Thought, Radical Imaginaries, and STS,” presented at the Society for the Social Study of Science (4S).
November 2022, “What if Parable of the Sower had footnotes: Speculative research as a means of combatting techno-solutionist experimentation,” presented at National Women’s Studies Association (NWSA).
April 2022, “Datafication and Legacies of Anti-blackness” presented at the Triangulating Race, Technology, and Capital workshop at the Conference on Human Factors in Computing (CHI).
January 2022, “Afrosouthernfuturism in Rivers Solomon’s An Unkindness of Ghosts” presented at Modern Language Association (MLA).
October 2021, “Queer Black Southern Worldmaking in Rivers Solomon’s An Unkindness of Ghosts,” presented at The Center for Black, Brown, and Queer Studies Pedagogy Conference: Cyborg Pedagogies.
March 2021, “Human/Alien Interactions as Bio/Technological and Epistemic Intervention in Octavia E. Butler’s Dawn,” presented at Octavia E. Butler Society Conference
March 2017, “Intersectionality as Praxis” presented at the American College Personnel Association (ACPA).
April 2016, “Economic Turmoil and the Legacy of the American Dream in Ann Petry’s The Street” Presented at the African Literature Association (ALA).
March 2016, “Race, Identity, and Aesthetics in Contemporary Black Poetry” presented at the National Council for Black Studies (NCBS).
February 2016, “The Coloniality of Power: Violence, Bodies, and Worth in The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao” Presented at the English Graduate Student Association Conference. 
January 2014, “Uses of the Erotic: Sexuality and Spirituality in Himilce Novas’ Princess Papaya,” presented at the English Graduate Student Association Conference. 
SERVICE
2025, A.I. Literacy Curriculum Consultant. "PATH Institute for Belonging Project." Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander Serving Institution Grant Competition; Minority Serving Institution Program; U.S. Department of Education. Submitted. Program Cancelled.
2025, Reviewer – Alicante Journal of English Studies.
2023, “Beyond Banned Books: Rising Against Fascism,” Institute for Advanced Study (In)Justice Series, Panelists: Roderick Ferguson, Robin D.G. Kelley, Kristen Reynolds.  
2023, International Association for the Study of Popular Music, Volunteer, University of Minnesota. 
2023, Humanities Futures Workshop, Mentor, University of Minnesota. 
2022, New Works in/on Black Women’s Writing, Tech Support, University of Minnesota. 
2022, Digital Justice Ideathon, Team Mentor, University of Minnesota. 
2022, Black Studies Reading Group, Convener, University of Minnesota.
2022, Race and Technology Reading Group, Convener, University of Minnesota.
2021-2022, SPARK Digital Journal Editorial Board, Community of Scholars Program (COSP), University of Minnesota.
2021, Summer Research Institute Mentor, Community of Scholars Program (COSP), University of Minnesota. 
2019, Black Student Success Summit, Committee Chair, Sonoma State University 
2018-2019, I Can Help (mental health advocacy) training workshops, Co-Facilitator, Sonoma State University.
2018, Black &… Dialogue Series, Lead Facilitator, Sonoma State University.

